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June 16 - 18, 2017: 2017 Ontario Genealogical Society Conference, Ottawa, Ontario
Members of the Ontario Genealogical Society and family historians from around the world are
coming together in Ottawa this June to celebrate and collaborate. Please join us for three days
of inspiring lectures, workshops, displays, and other exciting events.

For the first time at OGS, we are offering an Ancestry deep dive. Ancestry experts will hold
a special event on how to get the most out of AncestryDNA®, and offer tips and tricks on
their core family history product. Don't miss it!

~~ ~—~

June 29, 2017, Thursday (6:30 pm): The Polish Genealogical Society of MA, Chicopee Public
Library, 449 Front Street Chicopee, MA is pleased to announce our speaker for our summer
meeting will be Mr. Marek Lesniewski-Laas, the Honorary Consul for the Republic of Poland.
The title of his talk is The History of Polish Heraldry. He will cover the concept of heraldry in
Poland, noble and state heraldry, heraldry among Polish Jewry, the structure of the Polish
nobles, how the nobility differed from other European countries and other features. The talk is
illustrated with many colorful heraldic examples that were significant in the history in Poland.
One might see the crest that Babcia spoke of!

Admission is free, please bring a friend and your curiosity.
http://www.cmgso.org/http://www.cmgso.org/

~~ ~—~

June 27, 2017, Tuesday (7:00pm - 9:00pm): Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society,
The American Legion, Post #129, 22 Elm Street, Gardner, MA, presents A Dynamic Theatrical
Presentation of Isiah Thomas (1749-1831), Patriot Printer (not the basketball player), played
by Neil Gustafson. http://www.cmgso.org/

~~ ~—~
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August 31, September 7,14, 21, 2017, Thursday (5:15 pm - 7:00 pm): _Basic Hands-on
Genealogy with Alan Doyle Horbal, professional genealogist. Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public
Library, 475 Moe Road, Clifton Park, NY 12065. Outline and instruction on researching the
1900,1910,1920,1930 and 1940 U.S. Census. Discover how to find your ancestors' emigration
to the U.S. using the http://stevemorse.org website and the www.ellisisland.org website, along
with several other databases. Discover how to search for family members outside of the U.S.
using http://familysearch.org. We will explore England, Canada, Poland and other countries.
All students must have an e-mail account and be computer literate. Limited space, please

sign up for all four sessions.

Questions, please phone Tenaya Bannon, Local History Librarian: 518-371-8622.
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What's in a name? Fewer headaches

im the 19508, moughly 1 of ety
a5 birth cortificates lacked a
Brst name,

Parv ik pricry have oventoally
called the mew baby Peter or
Fnbert of Patricla or Donakd,
it Py ey Bnsheered to g0 10
City Fall and officially add the
name to The birth cectificate
Eack then, & et
At wis endugh o register a
child for school ar Little
Loxpue.

Plow digging up the original
document can creats Harean-
pcratic copundrams for wo-
named adults such as Coboon,
Ffficials told Cohdaon he coald
mot et & passport with & birth
eertificate that Heted “Baby
Boy" as his given name. 1Tis
maother vokd him he wis borm
janndiced, Coboon said, amid
£ iy dicd met expect hiom
llve lofg enough 10 warmnt 4
e,

Cohoon survived and was
chrimened Donald, aMer his fa-
ther, Five decades laker, Tl ven-
tred recently intn the bowels
of Boston Cliy Hall, He needed
to have his birth certificate
pmended to inelsde the name
“Tromald.”

=T thought they were going
to look me np and dewn and
aiy, “Wihat ane o, eray s " -
Teoon gald. “Hst apparently it is
very common. They aes it ol
e e ™

In Boston, where large,
Trisl-Carkndic hooods (o onknad-
ed the ity Mo Mome™ 4 maone
than the quicky moniker for
that century-obi restarnek om
the Pish Fiee

People withoat first names
find & sympathctic ¢as in Patr-
cla A MeMahon, whi inirsess
Boston's registry for births,
deiths, and marriages from a
second-Moor office that feels
Hice o bufikes.

=1 o't have & BAME oI
birth certifieate” said Mchia-
hetn, Wihnts vl e dlsoonoery i
her 205, as sheo applicd for a
pamsport U travel to s wedding
in England. “T masde oy mobhee
fieel very guilty that T was the
fifth child ind apparently she
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Patricia A. Mebahon scoured throngh hirth cortificale books dating from U i#50s. The
Irepks are stared in the fq-mhnmmumlnmnmﬂmuum.

idn't 11 cart the forms that she
mpided o do e aenanlby jghoe me
o pame”

Like others of hor penera-
thom, Mchkialon used her baptis-
il sertificate 1o get & driver’s
licenae, Social Securiuy card,
and other government diecu-
mests Security tightened after
thee Brrrorkst stinchs of Sepl 11,
B0, shi aakd, and baptismal
certificates no lomger suffics,
Huapitals have alan Hghtened
regulations, McMalwn iskd,
and requine parewts to il Gut
birth certificate forms before
lemving the: hospltal,

The phenomenon 18 corm-
s enmuph that the eity has a
form beticr describing steps to
pesnlve te sene. Officiala cnn
gt check for & sl nome o0 i
record et o request 15 mode
for o certifted copy of 3 hirth
curiifbcate. :

Tia amend aneeornd and add a
st fame, peoplie meed 0 o-
wide documentation. The evi-
e — 1 bt cortifiote,
schoal recoed, or doclor’s note
— must include a full name,
birih date, and the parenis’
TRATIH,

Robert K. Bhiers faced the
challenge. In 1567, o military
revraite F discovened st Ehlers
incked a fiest name, bt it did
nat prevent him from serving

g yeurs 10 the Marines.
Ehlers knew vwhy his parcnis
igeored the hospiial paper-
work: He was born extremely
Premariere, thee s, asud hiks par-
enis spent his carly Hfe runaing
hetween their South Boston
hamwe &nd Bt Mangure1s Hosp-

=The birth certificnte profs-
by gt put on the back hurmer”
sabd Bhlers, who mow lives io
Haooksett, ML,

For most of Ellers's life, the
biank first name on his birth
eertficate didn't matter meeh-
e got & driver's loense, tran-
cled ovorsees In the Merine

acd Bocial Securiy henetits.

Beut Mew Hampshine tight-
ened regulations, g0 when
Elslers waent i rogew his driv-
er's lecnse, hie discovered he
needed & Birth certificate. He
found o baptismal record and
sl Bt o0 ammend s bdrth cer-
il cates, Byt Eheere wah o catoh,

Becauss the boptismal £e-
cied caty hod B as & mididle ni-
tial, he conldo't get his full
niume — Rolsent Kenmeth Elilers
— om his birth cermificate. His
mickifle name hiad oo from an
umaele killed in the Eomean WA

*They couldn't give me the
nasne of Kenneth,” sakd Ehlers,
miey G,

The case 18 more complicat-
ed for Peter Paul Figk, who was
abamwlomed ar bicth at 51, Flizn-
heth's Hospital im Brighton.
Fiak's birth cectificate hns an
31" — presumahdy for made -
im the blank for the first naaae,

b bl stefaam.
Ax a child, Fisk kounced

among 10 foater bomes. His |

BT
recaids that include his name
and thé names of his bickogiond
parents — a pequirement Lo
amend a birth certificabe and
audd a first TEETRE.

Fisic's ineage can be trsced
hack to Colonial Amerios, ac-
conding to his stepson, hat he

needs o birth certiflente (o e |

organkmtions sich s the Bay-
Horacey SOCicty-

Fisk, a Kopenn War vebiran,
fueeda o bhirth certificate to ob-
tadn mxilizary pesourees 1o help
with his barial and other benes

“¥ou oesd thiz one little
of papeT 1o o all this

sald Fisk does mok heve .|

and I don’t have it° sald his

for o baptismal record. <1t im-
pacts m ot of things toward the
el of your Hfe™
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At Ellis Island, a jigsaw challenge
could seal an immigrant’s fate

Theface puzzle,a box of wooden jigsaw
pieces, lookslike a child’s game, a prim-
itive, flattened-out version of Mr. Po-
tato Head. Start with the biggest piece,
a half-inch-thick hunk of wood shaped
like a head. Place the others where
they belong: the eye-shaped piece, the
nose, the mouth and several more that
together form an ear. Finish it and you
have a profile of a bald man with sharp
features smiling a tight little smile.

The wooden puzzle might look like
fun, but it was anything but that to the
men and women who were once re-
quired to solve it. The Feature Profile
Test, in the collections of the Smith-
sonian National Museum of American
History, was administered to immi-
grants at Ellis Island in the early 20th
century. Those who failed to assemble
it correctly could be labeled “feeble-
minded” and sent back home.

The Feature Profile Test encapsu-
lates the complex feelings America
had toward the immigrants of its time.
It was a tool for ushering suitable for-
eigners into citizenship—and for turn-
ing others away. It constituted an ideal-

by Adam Cohen

istic effort to be fair—while at the same
time being cruelly unjust. Yet it rep-
resents an almost benign era in Amer-
ican immigration history—because
what followed would be far worse.
New York’s Ellis Island was, from
1892 to 1954, the nation’s main immi-
gration gateway, which some 12 mil-
lion people passed through. For these
new arrivals, who in many cases came
from simple rural villages, Ellis Island

could be a frightening place—a bedlam ;

of unruly crowds and indecipherable
tongues, presided over by grim-faced
immigration officers.

Immigrants in the early 1900s were
examined for physical and mental ill-
ness, questioned about their ability to
support themselves financially, and
challenged on whether they held rad-
ical views. As part of the inquisition,
the U.S. Public Health Service admin-
istered primitive intelligence tests.
“The purpose of our mental measuring
scale at Ellis [sland,” Howard A. Knox
explained in 1915, “is the sorting out of
those immigrants who may, because of
their mental make-up, become a bur-

* den to the State or who may produce

offspring that will require care in pris-
ons, asylums, or other institutions.”

It was Knox, aphysician, who devel-
oped the Feature Profile Test, which he
administered from 1912 t0 1916. (Knox
resigned his post at Ellis Island that

1666 0 Mind

year, eventually establishing a practice
as a country doctor in New Jersey.)
The puzzle represented a progressive
reform of sorts. Before it, the public
health service measured intelligence
with traditional L.Q. tests, whose ques-
tions required cultural and linguistic
knowledge that many immigrants did
not have, causing perfectly intelligent
people to test as “imbeciles.” The Fea-
ture Profile Test relied on more uni-
versal knowledge—around the world,
noses and ears are in the same places.
And it could be “administered with
minimal use of language, ideally by use
of pantomime alone on the part of both
examiner and examinee,” notes John
T.E. Richardson, author of Howard
Andrew Knox: Pioneer of Intelligence
Testing at Ellis Island.

For all of the democratic impulses
behind it, the Feature Profile Test
nevertheless could be viewed as an
outgrowth of a deplorable ideology.
American immigration policy of the
time was grounded in eugenics, the
pseudoscience of trying to uplift hu-
manity by preventing the “unfit” from
having children or, if they lived outside
of the country, keep them out.

When Knox administered the Fea-
ture Profile Test, the stakes were high,
and the conditions far from ideal. Typ-
ically, the test-takers had just arrived
after a long voyage aboard ship, often
inhorrific conditions, and they were in
aforeign land. They might be sleep-de-
prived, depressed or ill. And they
might never have taken a test before. If






